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Bios 
Long: 
 

Like the mythological figure from which it draws its name, the half piano, half 

percussion icarus Quartet dares to fly towards the sun, aspiring to new heights of 
artistry. Following their Carnegie Hall debut, composer Paul Lansky simply remarked, 
“This is music making of the highest order.” 
 
While pursuing their graduate degrees at the Yale School of Music, the members of iQ 
were brought together to represent the school in its prestigious concert series, Yale in 
New York, with the Yale Percussion Group under the guidance of Robert van Sice. 
Composition chair Martin Bresnick regarded an appearance of the Quartet as “one of 
the best student performances of any work I have ever heard... They played with great 
energy, sensitivity and precision.”  
 
They have since performed throughout the northeast as well as in a recent set at the 
2017 New Music Gathering in Bowling Green, Ohio. In the 2017-18 season, icarus serves 
as Ensemble-in-Residence for Music at St. David's in Baltimore, and will also be featured 
on Yale's distinguished Horowitz Piano Series. 
Passionate about educating and engaging with the next generation of musicians, iQ 
often works in school and university settings. They give classes and coachings on 
chamber music, as well as composition seminars on writing for their instruments. The 
icarus percussionists (icarus Duo) are in residence with Yale College, reading, 
workshopping, and premiering new student works. 
 
Larry Weng, Yevgeny Yontov, Matt Keown, and Jeff Stern are all celebrated soloists in 
their own rights, and together, they have found a special chemistry and inimitable joy 
in playing chamber music. They are dedicated to the discovery, creation, and 
performance of new music with the same studied and convincing interpretation that is 
demanded of works with performance practices developed over the centuries. 
 

Short: 
 

Like the mythological figure from which it draws its name, the half piano, half 

percussion icarus Quartet dares to fly towards the sun, aspiring to new heights of 
artistry. Following their Carnegie Hall debut, composer Paul Lansky simply remarked, 
“This is music making of the highest order.” 
 
Larry Weng, Yevgeny Yontov, Matt Keown, and Jeff Stern are all celebrated soloists in 
their own rights, and together, they have found a special chemistry and inimitable joy 
in playing chamber music. They are dedicated to the discovery, creation, and 
performance of new music with the same studied and convincing interpretation that is 
demanded of works with performance practices developed over the centuries. 
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Sample Programs 
Textures 

An exploration of permutations and combinations of timbre highlighting the 
multifarious and ever changing dynamic of our ensemble, from purity of tone to the 
inclusion of found objects and junk percussion. 
 

Steve Reich Quartet 
Brad Lubman Tangents 
Thomas Kotcheff and more and more and more and this 
Paul Lansky Textures 

 

it begins with Bartok 

The history of our ensemble begins with the Bartók Sonata for Two Pianos and 
Percussion. In this program, we present that seminal work for our genre in all its glory, 

paired with Dave Maric’s companion work to the Bartók, Trophic Cascades, which 
employs the same combination of instruments. We also offer the concerto version of the 
Bartók for those interested. 
 

Béla Bartók Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion, Sz. 110 
Dave Maric Trophic Cascades 

 

iQ Plugged In 

What happens when you take two classical pianists and two classical percussionists and 
give them amplifiers, synthesizers, sine wave generators, and an electric guitar? You 
end up with a rock concert, but one that your parents and grandparents will like too. 
 

Michael Laurello Churches Made Out Of Shipwrecks 
Viet Cuong [new work for iQ] 

Thomas Kotcheff and more and more and more and this 
Michael Laurello Big Things  

http://www.icarusquartet.org/


 

 

www.icarusQuartet.org 

Educational Offerings 

 

Chamber Music Strategies and Analysis 

 

In this clinic, we address eight facets of chamber music preparation that contribute to a 
performance-ready product and ongoing success as an ensemble. These principles serve 
as a jumping off point, typically demonstrated via excerpts of our own repertoire, and 
they are applicable to all instrumentations and formats. icarus then can coach students 
on their prepared pieces, and in the special case where students are working on iQ 
repertoire, we can join them for a side-by-side experience which often serves as the 
most impactful form of teaching. 
 

Composition Tutorials, Workshops, and Readings 
 

A large part of our work as a quartet is engaging with composers and helping to bring 
new works to life. Even with established composers, we aim to have several meetings 
spanning from before any sketches are made, all the way through the completion of the 
score, and including the revision process following the initial performances. For student 
composers, we have several essential topics of discussion to present ranging from 
instrument selection, technical concerns and limitations, idiomatic writing, extended 
techniques, and more. We also can arrange for reading sessions of student works for 
two pianists and two percussionists. 
 

We can also provide coachings on piano-only and/or percussion-only repertoire 
including solo and chamber music 
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